KINGSTON COALITION FOR ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION

February 11, 2024
Dear EITP members,

The Kingston Coalition for Active Transportation (KCAT) has been following the City of
Kingston’s work on Williamsville, where the City is seeking to improve transportation on
Princess Street between Division and Concession/Bath Rd.

Most recently, we have been advocating for an emphasis on cycling infrastructure,
which we believe should be a necessary component of Williamsville Princess Street
plans. Read our submission from November 2023 here.

We envision a vibrant Williamsville Main Street corridor that includes bike lanes on
Princess St. Bike lanes are good for business, the environment, sense of community,
and healthy active living. Bike lanes are proven economic drivers that bring more
customers to businesses along streets with bike lanes.

The Household Travel Survey shows Williamsville is the most densely populated district
and has the highest bicycle mode share in all of Kingston at 10%. More than 60,000
people across Central Kingston live within a 15 minute bike ride of Williamsville Main
Street. See the map that shows how this issue impacts residents beyond Williamsuville.
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https://kcat.ca/wp-content/uploads/KCAT-Williamsville-submission-17-Nov-23.pdf

It would be a major missed opportunity to not find ways to leverage the benefits
cycling offers in this part of central Kingston to help meet and exceed the City’s modal
shift and Climate Change goals, consistent with the Strategic Plan, Active
Transportation Master Plan and Official Plan. We can leverage this opportunity by
protecting and improving bike lanes along Princess St. through Williamsville.

KCAT is supportive of transit improvements, increased walkability measures, removal
of on-street parking, reduced travel lane widths and green elements.

We welcome and encourage local connecting bikeway routes throughout Williamsville
as ways to strengthen connection with other neighbourhoods around Williamsville, and
as feeders to a dedicated bike route spine on Princess St. We do not view the
proposed bikeways as a suitable replacement for bike lanes on Princess St.

We are concerned that although bike lanes are included as one of two shortlisted
alternatives for Williamsville Main Street, they are depicted negatively in the Draft
Williamsville Transportation Study Report (January 2024) which suggests that they
impose restrictions on the “pedestrian realm” and may interfere with meeting AODA
requirements. With the width of the street ranging from 18 m to 20+ m and no parking,
we see ample space for safe and accessible sidewalks and cycling facilities along the
length of the Williamsville Main Street with considered, strategic allocation of important
elements such as greenery and benches.

We recommend that bike lanes be retained and improved in Princess St. Like
motorists, cyclists value direct, efficient routes to their destinations such as the
Williamsville Main Street provides. However, feedback from a previous Open House
shows that 79% do not feel comfortable biking on Princess Street. Removing bike
lanes will make cycling less safe, and may also jeopardize the safety of pedestrians, as
some vulnerable cyclists may choose to ride on sidewalks, and there will be less of a
buffer between motorists and pedestrians.

We are passionate about prioritizing all modes of active transportation (AT) in
Williamsville and will continue to work toward our vision. AT is and will continue to be a
vital link in building a resilient and sustainable transportation network in Kingston.

Read a chronology of our work on the Williamsville Main Street since 2011 and most
recently in 2020 - 2023, including our most recent submission from November 2023.
https://kcat.ca/williamsville/. To contact us: info@kcat.ca

Many thanks for the opportunity to provide input into this important decision.

Bruce Bursey
on behalf of KCAT
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